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How to plant your bare-root tree
Call 811 BEFORE you dig to locate underground utilities. WAIT 2 days for locates.
While you wait, keep your tree in a cool place.
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Unpack your tree, remove
all packing materials, carefully
untangle the roots and soak the
roots in water 3 to 6 hours. Do not
allow the roots to dry out.

Shovel in the remaining
soil. It should be firmly but not
tightly packed. Construct a waterholding basin around the tree.
Give the tree plenty of water.

Dig a hole, wider than
seems necessary, so the roots can
grow outward without crowding.
Remove any grass within a 3-foot
circular area. To aid root growth,
turn soil in an area up to 3 feet in
diameter.

After the water has soaked
in, spread protective mulch two
inches deep in a 3-foot diameter
area around the base of the tree,
but not touching the trunk.

4

7

Plant the tree at the same
depth it stood in the nursery,
with plenty of room for the roots.
Partially fill the hole, firming the soil
around the lower roots. Do not add
soil amendments such as peat or
bark. Do not use fertilizer, potting
soil, or chemicals on your new trees.

The soil and mulch around
your trees should be kept moist
but not soggy. During dry weather,
generously water the tree every
7 to 10 days during the first year.
Water slowly at the dripline.
images and text from arborday.org

Tree Planting Guidelines

Small Trees (30 feet tall or less)
Medium Trees (30 - 70 feet tall)
Large Trees (70 feet or more)

Bareroot trees are trees that
are dug from the ground when
they’re dormant (leafless),
usually in fall, and their roots
are shaken free of soil. When
they are kept cool and their
roots protected with special
gel, healthy trees can be easily
shipped and stored.
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Tree Height at Maturity

What is a
bare-root tree?

Space Between
Trees of Same
Height

Minimum Spacing
from Building Wall

Minimum Spacing
from Corner of
Building

6-15'
30-40'
40-50'

8-10'
15'
20'

6-8'
12'
15'

Minimum
Spacing from
Overhead
Utilities

none
30'
50'

Minimum Spacing
from Underground
Utilities

10'
15'
20'

What are the
benefits of a
bare-root tree?
Smaller bare-root trees can
surpass the size of larger
containerized trees in only
a few years, because their
abundant, fibrous roots aren’t
confined by a container. Bareroot trees get off to a more
vigorous start compared to
containerized roots which
typically need more time to
adjust to transplanting.

White Dogwood -Cornus florida

Thank you for planting a tree as a

part of Goshen’s Arbor Day Celebration. The Arbor Day
celebration is one of many activities that the City of
Goshen’s Tree Board plans each year. The resident-based
Tree Board was established over 20 years ago to promote the value of
trees and encourage tree planting and preservation. For the last fifteen
years, the Board has been led by a full-time forester. This year the Tree
Board will give away 300 trees to be planted on Goshen properties as a
part of Arbor Day celebrations.
Trees provide many benefits to humans and to wildlife. Trees can
add curb appeal and increase a property’s livability by lowering the
summertime temperatures of homes, patios, driveways, and sidewalks. A
large mature tree can absorb significant amounts of stormwater to help
reduce localized flooding. Trees also provide food and habitat for birds
and small wildlife.

An excellent landscape choice for all four
seasons, the white dogwood is a favorite in many
yards and gardens. White “flowers” show their
beauty in spring, foliage turns a vibrant redpurple in fall, and glossy red fruits attract winter
songbirds for the enjoyment of all. It grows to a
height and width of 25’.
This tree is a great option to plant near utility
lines, next to larger buildings, or near patios. It
also offers nice contrast when planted along with
pink or red dogwoods with larger evergreens in the background. arborday.org

The tree you plant will contribute to the Community’s goal of shading
45% of the land in Goshen by the year 2045. If you have any questions,
please contact us at the Department of Environmental Resilience, 574534-0076 or environmental@goshencity.com.

Tuliptree - Liriodendron tulipifera

A fast-growing tree with bright green leaves
that resemble tulip flowers in profile and
turn golden yellow in fall. Greenish-yellow
flowers are carried high in the tree. Stems are
aromatic. Likes full sun. Grows to 70’ to 90’,
40’ spread. arborday.org

American Hazelnut - Corylus
americana

The American Filbert is a multi-stemmed
shrub with a rounded top and an open, often
wide-spreading base. Because of its size of 1015’ tall, it adapts well to naturalizing and other
nonformal areas. It bears annual, abundant
crops of small, sweet tasting nuts. It will bear
in 2-3 years after planting. The nuts are easy to
crack and drop free of the husk when mature.
(Plant multiple trees with the same flowering
time to ensure pollination) arborday.org

American Sycamore - Platanus occidentalis

Sycamore bark is thin and exfoliates in plates. The trunk has a
characteristically camouflage look. Branches and upper trunk are
creamy white, and stand out in the winter landscape. Seed heads form
dangling round balls which are often held on the tree throughout
the winter. Fast growing and long-lived, it reaches largest size along
streams and bottomlands, and can be a behemoth among Indiana
trees. A sycamore in Worthington, Indiana measured 42 feet in
circumference at 5 feet above the ground. pfw.edu

American Persimmon - Diospyros
virginiana

This tree is a well-known autumn fruit in
North America. In Indiana, they are just
starting to ripen around the first of October. It
is a popular misconception that the fruit needs
frost to ripen, when in reality it just takes a
long time. Native to the Eastern part of North
America, the trees are quite hardy and can
survive as far north as Michigan or Wisconsin,
however the fruits may not be able to fully
mature. The fruits do well along the Atlantic
coast, south to mid-south and the lower midwest. Fruits will reliably ripen in USDA Zones
6-11 and possibly somewhat further north.
They grow between 30 and 80 feet, however,
most of them tend to mature to the shorter
side of the scale. davesgarden.com

